September 22 , 1970 
N 

Affidavit in the Weisberg Case 
L- Mr. Robert F. Williams 



Enclosed. is a revised draft of the affidavit you requested. We 
are keeping a copy, if you will let fir. Johnson know whether’ the 
draft is satisfactory, we will type the affidavit in final form. 

Concerning paragraph 9, the three members of our staff (Mr. Johnson 
hr. Simmons, and Mr. Howerton) who might have received an oral 
request by Mr .^Harold Weisberg to be shown the clothing of President 
Kennedy or to be allowed to photograph it do not recall receiving 
oucn a request. It may be noted that Mr. Weisberg states that 
his ora! request was made prior to August 6, 1967, and that he made 
written requests on and subsequent to that date. We have reviewed 
oui ’ vox Y minous correspondence with him since that date. Enclosed 
are copies of the only letter of August 6. 1967, from Mr. Weisher-? 
that we have on file, as well as two letters of August 1? and 1 

L We ,f e , ^ in reply * These letterE d ° not contain a request 
to see the clothing or a denial of such a request, although the 

letter from Mr. Weisberg does ask the question (page 2), "But may 
J 8S t ^ dls cl °thing is not in evidence?” The MRS letter which 
Mr. Weisberg presents as Exhibit B to his Complaint and which he 
says denied his requests is dated August 4, 1967, and contains no 
denial of any requests to see and photograph the clothing. 
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Mr. Weisberg apparently showed no interest in seeing the clothing 
of President Kennedy or in having it photographed until we told on 
acquaintance of his, Mr. Howard Hoffman, in a letter of October 28. 
lyoj (copy enclosed), that we do not show President Kennedy's shirt 
co researchers or sell any photographs of it excent those in the 
records of the Warren Commission. Mr. Weisberg then wrote us in a 
letter of December 1, 19 69 (copy enclosed), that at some previous 
time he had asked Mr. Johnson about access to President Kennedy's 
shirt and tie. Mr. Johnson did not recall such a request, as indi- 
cated by. his note in the margin of the letter. He thinks that it 
is very . improbable that he would have sold that he "presumed it 
tvhe shir* ana tie] could not be seen," as he has never been in any 
doubt about the proper procedure. From the time the clothing of 
President Kennedy was given to GSA, we have declined to show" it to 
lesearchers and have instead made photographs which we show to 
researchers but do not sell to them. If Mr. Weisberg had asked 
about ^having photographs of the clothing taken for him as he says 
he did, he would probably have been told immediately, as other re- 
searchers have been told, that we do not sell copies of any photographs 
01 uhe clothing except those in the records of the Warren Commission. 

In our ^ reply of January 22, 1970, to this and other letters from 
nr, weisberg \,copy enclosed), we said merely (page 3) that we do 
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researchers . Specia ^ Ptotograph. of President Kennedy's clothing for 



In a conversation with Mr. Johnson in April 1970, Mr Weisberp- tp 

quested.enlargments of portions of the Jhotopaphs of President 

S T^ hlr ^- that We ShoW to reSearc hers instead of the shirt 

tha“ £%"$*** ”7 * efuEed . I* sweated a written reply 
in order ohau ne could appeal from the refusal. In response to ~ 

unis request, we sent him the letter of April 16, 1970, of which 

iSLit “ c i OSed - AS yau !,i11 ncte > the ^ttej iakdes the 
-ke~UW i r prepared photographs of the shirt and coat of 
-president Kennedy to show to researchers instead of the clo+hin- 
itself. We do not sell these photographs. clo.hxn a 

unaerstand from your telephone conversation with fir. Johnson 
uhat jou do not consider that these dealings with Mr. Weisberg i n - 

K^elv'slS;- 0 rSq " eSt him t0 Se$ ^ photoglyph President R 

Z <-hing or a refusal of such a request by MRS. With 

Ffthi 2 e SarS n?> We h ^f included P ara S i * a ph 9 in the affidavit, 
sbo k p ° s f lbie ^ Weisherg may contend that he 

filing L-toV eqme V° mQke formal rea ^ as ts of KARS before 

oftta °\ aelay by ®®S in replying to his many letter, 

threats to Q L f USed by Weisherg* a frequent 

tiaTlr t l insults against KARS and the necessary considera- 
tion by L of our replies to his letters. 

As you know, the clothing of President Kennedy was donated to GSA 
oy t.ie Kennedy family under the terms of kk U.S.C. 3 Q 7 (e) (l). phe 



provisions of the "Freedom of Information Act" (5 u.S.CM 
therefore do not, in my opinion, applj 



•o the clothing. 
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Sincerely, 



JAMES B. RHOADS 

Archivist of the United States 



Enclosures 



CC: Official file -MID 

Reading file -MDC 
Day file — R 
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